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Alenka Tomaž is a Scientific Associate at the Institute of Archaeology and Heritage as well as an Assistant Professor at the Department of Archaeology and Heritage at Faculty of Humanities, University of Primorska. She received her bachelor (1995) and master’s degree (1999) in archaeology from the Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana (UL) (Mentor: Professor Mihael Budja, PhD) and her PhD at the Faculty of Humanities at University of Primorska in 2010 (Mentor: Professor Mitja Guštin, PhD, PhD). Her work experience includes employment at the Department of Archaeology at Faculty of Arts (UL) between 1995 and 1996 as well as between 2002 and 2004 (researcher), then she worked at the Institute for Mediterranean Heritage, Science and Research Centre, University of Primorska (between 2004 and 2015), at the beginning as an Assistant and later on as a Scientific Associate. From 2016 onwards, she works as Scientific Associate and Head of the Institute of Archaeology and Heritage as well as an Assistant Professor at the Department of Archaeology and Heritage at the Faculty of Humanities (University of Primorska). She teaches undergraduate courses including Methodology of Archaeological Research, Archaeology of the Neolithic and Eneolithic, Introduction to the Material Culture and Social and Legal Aspects of Heritage at the study program Archaeology, courses Archaeological Analysis of Material Culture, Methodological Approaches in Archaeology, Cultural Development from Agriculture to Metallurgy and Art in Prehistory at postgraduate study program Archaeological Heritage of the Mediterranean, as well as Archaeology of Mesolithic and Neolithic at the doctorate level.

She is an experienced researcher. The scope of her scientific work focuses on analyses of material culture of the Neolithic and Eneolithic communities in the area of present-day Slovenia and the Balkans. In the past years she participated in several national basic research projects, including Relative and absolute chronology of the Neolithic and Eneolithic period in north-eastern Slovenia (project leader: prof. Mitja Guštin), Prehistoric Settlement Patterns in the north-eastern Slovenia (project leader: prof. Mitja Guštin), Analyses of the material culture of coastal towns - the research on the dynamics of the economic, social and urbanistic development processes (project leader: prof. Mitja Guštin) and Communities of the dead, societies of the living. Late Bronze Age of Eastern Slovenia (project leader: assist. prof. Martina Blečić Kavur) among others. She actively participated in several international projects, including Historical analyses of economic connections on the Eastern Adriatic and Historical analysis of economic linkages in the central Balkans (bilateral cooperation Slovenia - Serbia and Montenegro), See Past, South - Eastern European Pottery. Archaeology and Scientific Techniques (Culture 2000), Ex. Po Aus, Extension of potentiality of Adriatic Unesco Sites (IPA Adriatic) and others. 
Alenka Tomaž has participated in or led numerous archaeological excavations at sites in Slovenia (Hrastnik, (1994, 1995), Sela near Dob (1998), Zemono (2000, 2001), Ribnica na Dolenjskem (2001, 2002), Sodolek (2004), Kračine (2004), Zatak (2005), Koper - Bertoki Bonifika (2005), Gomile pri Lenartu (2006); Turnišče (2006), Murska Sobota – Oskrbni center jug (2007), Pavlovac, Serbia (2011), Seča (2013), Koper, Dijaški dom, Cankarjeva 5 (2013), Podlehnik (2015-2017) and others) and abroad, among them Bischofshofen, Austria (1990), Drenovac, Republic of Serbia (2004), Paliambela, Greece (2004), Pavlovac, Republic of Serbia (2011). For many years she has been involved in archaeological research projects in North Macedonia at Cerje-Govrlevo, Skopje region (2003, 2004, 2008-2011) and Mogila, Pelagonia region (2014), as well as elsewhere.

Alenka Tomaž published four scientific books with established national publishing houses. She also co-authored two scientific monographs and two professional monographs. She acted as an editor of the scientific proceedings and co-editor of professional monograph. Her scientific papers are published in acknowledged scientific journals such as the Annales and Documenta Praehistorica. She presented her work at several international scientific conferences and professional meetings in Slovenia as well as abroad.

Two of her exhibition projects should be emphasised: Earth and Fire and First Lady. The First Lady took place in the entrance hall of Cankarjev dom in Ljubljana under the honorary patronage of Mrs. Barbara Miklič Türk, the wife of the President of the Republic of Slovenia. Protocol of Republic of Slovenia included replica of the ceramic figurine and monograph, written by Alenka Tomaž, as one of the official gifts of the Republic of Slovenia. In 2008 Alenka Tomaž has received an Award of Slovenian Archaeological Society for her work in the field of Neolithic studies and the promotion and dissemination of scientific work to the public.


National basic research projects (selection):

- M4-0228 (D) - Protection of the cultural heritage in the state of emergency (frame: targeted research project; project leader: prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; duration: 1.8.2007-31.7.2009), 

- J6-0262 - Prehistoric Settlement Patterns in the north-eastern Slovenia (frame: basic research project; project leader: prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; duration: 1.2.2008-30.1.2011), 

- J6-0265 - Crafts and craft Activities in the Roman period (frame: basic research project; project leader: prof. dr. Irena Lazar; duration:  1.2.2008-30.1.2011), 

- J6-3619 (B) - Analyses of the material culture of coastal towns - the research on the dynamics of the economic, social and urbanistic development processes (frame: basic research project; project leader: prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; duration: 1.5.2010-30.4.2013), 

- J6-4243 (B) - Relative and absolute chronology of the Neolithic and Eneolithic period in north-eastern Slovenia (frame: basic research project; project leader: prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; duration: 1.7.2011-30.6.2014),

- J6-6837 (B) Clash of cultures (frame: basic research project; project leaders:  prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin, Boris Kavur; duration: 11.1.2014 - 30.06.2017).

- J6-9363 (A) Communities of the dead, societies of the living. Late Bronze Age of Eastern Slovenia, (frame: basic research project; project leaders: dr. Martina Blečić Kavur, duration 1.7.2018―30.6.2021).
International projects (selection): 

- BI-CS/04-05-018 - Historical analyses of economic connections on the Eastern Adriatic (frame: bilateral cooperation Slovenia - Serbia and Montenegro; project leader: University of Primorska SRC, red. prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; partner: JU MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES Podgorica, Lenka Saveljić Bulatović; duration: 2004-2005); 

- BI-SCG/05-06 - Historical analysis of economic linkages in the central Balkans (frame: bilateral cooperation Slovenia - Serbia and Montenegro; project leader: University of Primorska SRC, red. prof. ddr. Mitja Guštin; partner: Archaeological Institute Beograd, dr. Vesna Bikić, duration: 2005-2006), 

- See Past, South - Eastern European Pottery. Archaeology and Scientific Techniques (frame: Culture 2000; project leader: Istec CNR- Istituto di Scienza e Tecnologia dei Ceramic Materials, Faenza; partner: University of Primorska, Science and Research Centre; partners: Universitatea "1 Deacembrie 1918" Alba Iulia, duration: 2006-2007).

- Ex. Po Aus, Extension of potentiality of Adriatic Unesco Sites (frame: IPA Adriatic; duration: 2012-2015, – dr. Alenka Tomaž was project leader between 1.7.2015-31.12.2015).

   - RoofOfRock - Apnenec kot skupni imenovalec naravne in kulturne dediščine vzdolž kraške obale Jadranskega morja (frame: IPA Adriatic; duration: 2012-2016 – dr. Alenka Tomaž was project leader between 1.7.2015-31.1.2016).

Excavations in Slovenia (selection):

· Ljubljanski grad, Slovenia (1989 - student), 

· Sveta Klara, Koper, Slovenia (1989 - student)

· Šmarjeta na Dolenjskem, Slovenia (1990 - student),

· Žadovinek pri Krškem, Slovenia (1991 -student),

· Hrastnik, Slovenia (1994, 1995 - student), 

· Breg pri Škofljici, Slovenia (1996)

· Sela pri Dobu,  Slovenia (1998 –  sector leader), 

· Zemono,  Slovenia (2000, 2001 -  deputy head of research), 

· Ribnica na Dolenjskem, Slovenia (2001, 2002 – sector leader), 

· Cerje - Govrlevo, Makedonija (2004, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 – deputy head of research), 

· Sodolek,  Slovenia (2004), 

· Kračine,  Slovenia (2004), 

· Zatak,  Slovenia (2005– deputy head of research), 

· Koper - Bertoki Bonifika, Slovenia (2005– deputy head of research), 

· Gomile pri Lenartu, Slovenia (2006 – deputy head of research), 

· Turnišče,  Slovenia (2006 –  deputy head of research),

· Murska Sobota – Oskrbni center jug, Slovenia (2007, 2008 – deputy head of research), 

· Murska Sobota – Oskrbni center sever, Slovenia (2008 – deputy head of research), 

· Seča,  Slovenia (2013 – deputy head of research), 

· Koper, Dijaški dom, Cankarjeva 5, Slovenia (2013-– head of research),

· Gortanova ul. 25 v Piranu, Slovenia (2013- head of research),

· Kopališka ul. 6 v Izoli, Slovenia (2016 – head of research),

· Kaštelir nad Kortami, Slovenia (2014 – head of research),

· Podlehnik (EŠD 29703, EŠD 29704 in EŠD 29705) na AC Draženci - MMP Gruškovje, Slovenia (2015-2017 – head of research),

· Hiša Lorbek-Bajuk" v Strunjanu - parc. št. 3035/2, k.o. 2631 Portorož, Slovenia (2014 – head of research),

· Sv. Anton – Kortina, Slovenia (2015 – deputy head of research)

· Izola - Trubarjeva 13, Slovenia (2015 – head of research),

· Simonov zaliv, Izola, Slovenia (2015, 2016 – deputy head of research),

· Zelenjavni trg in Partizanska ulica v Piranu, Slovenia (2017),

· Luka Koper, Koper, Slovenia (2017 – deputy head of research),

· Bazoviška ul. 5a v Kopru, Slovenia (2017 – head of research),

· Koper – Dolinska cesta, Slovenia (2018- head of research),

· Koper – Dolinska cesta II, Slovenia (2018 - head of research),

· Koper - Izolska vrata 7, Slovenia (2019-2020- head of research);

· Malija, hiša Kleva, Slovenia (2020- head of research).
Excavations at international level (selection):

· Bischofshofen, Austria (1990 - student), 

· Cerje - Govrlevo, North Macedonia (2004, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 – deputy head of research),

· Drenovac, Republic of Serbia (2004), 

· Paliambela, Greece (2004), 

· Pavlovac,  Republic of Serbia (2011), 

· Mogila, North Macedonia (2014 – head of research with dr. Goce Naumov).

Post-excavation processing of the site archive:

- Post-excavation processing of the site archive - Gomile and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2008, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia – project leader), 

- Post-excavation processing of the site archive - Turnišče and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2008-2010, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia– project leader), 

- Post-excavation processing of the site archive – Bertoki - Luka Koper 1. faza and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2010-2011, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia– project leader), 

- Post-excavation processing of the site archive Zatak and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2009-2011, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia – associate),

- Post-excavation processing of the site archive Kačji dol and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2014-2015, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia– project leader);

- Post-excavation processing of the sites archives Čatež-Sredno polje and Čateški grič and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2017-2018, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia – project leader).

- Post-excavation processing of the sites archives Ribnica and preparation for monograph publication in collection "Archeology on the motorways of Slovenia" (2017-2018, Institute for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia – project leader).
