Irena Lazar - Curiculum Vitae  

- full professor at the Faculty of Humanities UP,
- Dean and president of the senate at the Faculty of Humanities UP,
- Research councillor, archaeologist, Institute for Archaeology and Heritage, University of Primorska,

- Member of the executive board of the Association Internationale pour l’histoire du verre (AIHV),
- Member of ICOM (ICMAH; Glass), ICOMOS, EAA, Archaeological Society of Slovenia
I. Lazar graduated in 1989 at the Faculty of Arts, the University of Ljubljana, with the thesis on ancient glass studies in Slovenia. The same year she started to work as the curator archaeologist in the Museum of Brežice (Posavski muzej Brežice) where she conducted some archaeological research projects and cooperated in numerous museum exhibition projects. In 1991 she moved to the Regional Museum of Celje (Pokrajinski muzej Celje) where she was employed as the curator for the field of ancient archaeology and the head of the Department for the ancient archaeology, epigraphy and numismatics. Between 1991 and 1992 she led the excavations in the area of the Roman municipium (Celeia, Noricum). In 1995 she started her post graduate studies at the Faculty of Arts of the University of Ljubljana, specialising in ancient glass. The same year she organized the 4th International colloquium on Roman provincial art while also conducting the excavations of a Roman military brick factory of the 2nd Italic legion in Vransko. Several months she studied also at the universities abroad, e.g. the University of Pennsylvania (USA), the University of Bordeaux (France) and the Institutum Germanicum Roma (Italy). 
After successfully defending her PhD thesis “The Roman Glass of Slovenia”, she was promoted in March 2002. Her PhD thesis was published as a bilingual monograph in 2003 (Slovenian/English). Her work on the filed of ancient glass became internationally renown she was invited by French experts (CNRS Lyon) to join the international project “Corpus des signatures et marques sur verres antiques”, for which she collected and processed the unpublished materials from Slovenia, as well as the dispersed materials from Croatia and Hungary (published 2006). 

Being a specialist for the Roman period, she focused on the research of problems related to Roman history and archaeology; while employed by the Regional Museum of Celje she thus conducted analyses of Roman material culture and architecture (Roman settlements, villae), particularly the ancient glass from prehistoric periods until the middle ages. Since 2003 she is coordinating the research and analysis of the glass material excavated during the motorway construction in Slovenia. She produced and published the topography of the Roman Celeia, prepared several archaeological exhibitions and regularly presented her work at international scientific conferences both home and abroad. She has regularly attended the AIHV (Association Int. pour l'histoire du verre) conferences as an invited or active participant being for some years the only expert on the field from Slovenia; in the cooperation with the Slovenian Archaeological Society she organized the first scientific meeting on the subject of ancient glass in 2000, published in the monograph “Fragments of Ancient Glass” (ed. I. Lazar, 2004).
In the same year she organised the international conference ICOM Glass and joined the research team at the Institute for the Heritage of the Mediterranean of the Science and Research Centre at the University of Primorska. Here, she joined several different projects in the field of archaeology and history of the Mediterranean. It is worth to mention that in 2005 she was appointed as the coordinator of the international group (SLO, GB, CRO) for the processing of glass from the Gnalić (Croatia) shipwreck in the project “The Heritage of Serenissima” (Culture 2000). The processing of such a rich cache of material included glass analyses (Caroline Jackson, GB) and was the largest ever for a single post-medieval assemblage (published in 2006). 
We have to single out that she introduced modern methods of processing and cataloguing of material according to the world-spread standards, which she applied to the documenting and the technical aspects of publishing of the materials; she also introduced the chemical analysis of ancient glass, an innovation in Slovenia. She published some ground breaking discoveries, such as the oil lamp with the motif of a Roman glass furnace (Spodnje Škofije near Koper), an astonishing discovery which attracted attention worldwide, and was included in a publication Oxford Handbook of Engineering and Technology in the Classical World (2008). This was followed by the invitation of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb to cooperate in the research and publishing of glass from the Roman necropolis in Bakar and Budva (Montenegro). The first monograph from this endeavour was published in 2008, the second is in preparation. 

Through this period she continued her research also on the filed of Roman provincial archaeology, where we have to mention the research of roman Celeia and roman villae. In the last period she focused her work on the interpretation of Roman forum and temple buildings, the intercultural influences and impacts in the town, the variegated religious world and Roman villa maritima in San Simon. It is also worth to mention her research of the influences from the Mediterranean world and the Orient which developed her cooperation with the Egypt&Austria group, which is focused in relationships of the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and Egypt. The result of this collaboration was the conference in 2008, published in Acta of the conference Egypt’s Heritage in Europe in 2009, as well as the monograph Slovenes and the magic of Egypt (2010) where the contacts between Slovene people and Egypt and our contribution to Egyptology were first presented as a whole.
Since 2005 she is active as a professor at the Faculty of Humanities and Faculty of Tourism Studies. She gives teaching at the graduate and post-graduate programmes, she was involved in preparation of new study programmes i.e. Heritage Studies, Archaeology BA, MA and PhD programmes. In the course of her university work she was and is a mentor of students of archaeology and history, she is a mentor of a young researcher. As a guest professor she appeared at several Universities abroad (Vienna, Sarajevo, Prague, Budapest, Zagreb) and she was given a post as a guest professor in 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 in the post-graduate program of archaeology at the University of Zagreb.  
I. Lazar organised and collaborated in organization of several international conferences and round tables, the most important being listed below. Thanks to her and her work Slovenia was in 2009 in Solun selected to host and organize the 19th international congress for the history of glass. For the first time it was held in Slovenia, in September 2012 in Piran.

I. Lazar is active in other professional associations as well, i.e. as the member of the ICOM Slovenia, member of the ICOM Glass and ICOM ICMAH committees, member of the ICOMOS, member of the international working group Instrumentum, member of the Slovene Archaeological Society and member of the advisory board at the National Museum of Slovenia.

Her research work extends to the field of heritage promotion and launching the research results into the public sphere by attracting the public with the museum projects and documentary films. It is worth to mention two large museum projects; the first is a national museum project “The Romans – Glass, Clay and Stone” in 2004, she coordinated and for which she prepared the exhibition “Reflections of the past – the Ancient Glass of Slovenia” and edited the catalogue. The second one is an international museum project L'avventura del vetro of the Trento museum (Italy, 2010) for which she prepared the glass materials from the Gnalić shipwreck and participated as co-author in the exhibition catalogue. She also participated in the making of several documentary films on the subject of pre-historical and Roman glass, Villa maritime in San Simon and the selection of ancient glass in Slovenia. Since 2007 she collaborates with the International School of Museology in Celje, organizing every year a Summer School of Musueology in Piran. She was twice awarded the Valvasor prize (the state award for the field of museum work, 1995, 2005) is well worth mentioning, as well as the fact that she was promoted to the highest title in the museum expertise in 2007 - the museum councillor.

CONFERENCES - She has organised and co-organized several international conferences: 1995 - IV. Int. Kolloqium über Probleme des provinzialröm. Kunstschaffens (Celje), 2000 - Glass through archaeological periods (2000), 2004 - Icom Glass Committee (Celje), 2008 - Egypt&Austria V – Egypt's Heritage in Europe (Piran), 2008 - IV. Int. Colloquium on Norico-Pannonian autonomous Towns (Celje), 2009 - Intorno all'Adriatico / Around the Adriatic (Trieste-Piran, collaboration with AIHV Italia), 2010 – Emona, between the Aquileia and Pannonia (Ljubljana, in collaboration with City Museum Ljubljana, 2010 - Legal aspects and Cultural Heritage in Europe (Piran), 2011 – Archaeological Parks – international experiences and valorisation (30.9. -1.10., Piran), 2012 – 19th AIHV Congress – Association Internationale pour l’histoire du verre (21.-27.9.2012, Piran), 23rd SOMA Conference (15-17 Nov 2019).
MENTOR: graduate level 15, MA Bologna process 7, young researcher 1 (2011-2014), 4 PhD Students, co-mentor to 2 PhD students. In the year 2011 she was awarded as the best faculty teacher at the Faculty of Humanties UP with the prize of Vladimir Bartol.
PROJECTS: national: project leader Crafts and craft activites in the ancient period J6-0265, 2008 – 2011; team member in projects Prehistoric settlement patterns in the Norh-Eastern Slovenia, ARRS, 2008 – 2011; Analysis of the material culture of the Slovene coastal towns – research of development in economic, social und urbanistic processes, J6-3619, 2010-2013; Catalogue informatisation of the Cultural and Natural Heritage, L7-9036, 2009-2011; Protection of Cultural Heritage in state of emergency, M4-0228 (D), 2007 – 2014 member of the project group Mediterranean and Slovenia (prof. dr. Jože Pirjevec); Clash of Cultures J6 (dr. Boris Kavur), leader of the project Simonov zaliv – villa maritima, financed by the Comunity of Izola; 
international: CLT/2004/A1/SI-512 - Heritage of the Serenissima, 2004; CLT/2005/A1/CH/SI-393 - Heritage of the Serenissima. The presentation of the architectural and archaeological remains of the Venetian Republic, 2006; HERITAGE LIVE – Revived, alive and experienced cultural Heritage / Oživjeti i doživjeti živu kulturnu baštinu, Programme IPA Slovenia-Croatia 2007-2013; 2009 – 2012; št: SI-HR-1-1-008; leading the group for PhD study programe on Cultural assets; ParSJad – Archaeological Parks of the Northern Adriatic / Parco archeologico dell'alto Adriatico, FP 7 Slovenia – Italia 2007-2013; 2010 – 2013 – leader of the group UP SRC; project leader of the bilateral project Slovenia-Croatia 2012-2013; Tempus - BIHERIT 2012-2014; Leonardo da Vinci – Disco 2014 (2012-2014), Projekt Clash of Cultures (Culture, 2012-2014), project leader of the bilateral project Slovenia-BIH 2014-2015, AS_Archaeology for All. Revival of the Archaeological Park San Simon, EAA Grants, 2015-2017.
